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BOOK REVIEWS. 



A First Book of Jurisprudence. For Students of the Common 
Law. By Sir Frederick Pollock, Bart. London : Mac- 
millan & Co., Ltd. New York: The Macmillan Co. 1896. 
Price, I1.75. 

Its authorship is a sufficient guaranty of the value of this book. 
As the maker of a series of text-books and treatises on various 
branches of the common law, Sir Frederick Pollock is well known 
to all American lawyers, and to the greater part of the large student 
body. These books have from the first been authorities ; they are 
written in a style that is admirably perspicuous, yet not prolix. 
The matter of this new work is set forth in the same clear manner. 
It is "not intended to lay out a general system of the philosophy 
of law, nor to give a classified view of the whole contents of any 
legal system, ' ' but is for the student beginning the study of law. 
Certain legal conceptions and distinctions, which are usually unex- 
plained to the novice, yet are assumed to be familiar to him, are 
here treated at length ; and the reader is soon led to realize the 
legal point of view and the legal habit of mind. 

The volume consists of two parts which are more or less inde- 
pendent of each other, so that either one may be read first, or 
even alone. The general title of Part I. is. Some General Legal 
Notions, embracing chapters on The Nature and Meaning of Law ; 
Justice According to Law ; The Subject- Matter of Law ; Divisions 
of Law; Persons; Things, Events and Acts; Relation of Per- 
sons to Things ; Possession and Ownership ; Claims of Persons on 
Persons ; Relation of Obligations to Property. 

Part II. deals with Legal Authorities and Their Use. The divi- 
sions of this part are headed : The Express Forms of Law ; The 
Sources of English Law ; Sovereignty in English Law ; Custom in 
English Law; Law Reports; Case Law and Precedents, and 
Ancient and Modern Statutes. 

This is a bridge which may well lead from the studies that make 
for a liberal education to the more rigid and serious study of the 
law, so that the student who wishes to start as clearly as possible 
will possess himself of Pollock's A First Book of Jurisprudence. 

D. P. H. 



Elements of the Law of Contracts. By Edward Avery 
Harriman, Professor of Law in the Northwestern University 
Law School. Boston: Little, Brown & Company. 1896. 

This book belongs to the Students' Series. It more than sustains 
the high reputation which that Series has established for itself. It 
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